EVERGREEN
HARDSCAPES

2026 Central Virginia
__Outdoor Living Guid Guide |




Crafting the Art
of Outdoor Living
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Evergreen Hardscapes is a design-build firm rooted in

Central Virginia, where craftsmanship meets engineering,

We approach every project as a complete system — not just a
patio, wall, or fire feature — but a fully integrated outdoor

environment built with structure, drainage, and longevity in mind.

Our mission is not simply to install hardscapes.

It is to transform the way families live at home by creating

functional, usable spaces that:

Fit your lifestyle

Work with Virginia’s seasons

Withstand soil movement and moisture

Integrate seamlessly with your architecture

Age beautifully over time

From base preparation to final capstone placement, every

detail is deliberate.

Because outdoor spaces should not only look refined —

they should perform.



Designed with Intention.
Built to Endure.
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Evergreen Hardscapes is a Central Virginia design-build firm
dedicated to crafting structured outdoor environments that

elevate the way families live at home.

We believe outdoor spaces should be:

e Architecturally intentional

Structurally engineered

Built for Virginia soil

Designed for year-round living

e Constructed to endure

Every project integrates layout, grade, drainage, material

selection, and structural base preparation into one cohesive plan.

We do not separate beauty from performance.

We build both.






Design Philosophy
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Evergreen Hardscapes approaches outdoor construction as a

structural system before it becomes a visual statement.

In Central Virginia, soil expansion, rainfall patterns, and seasonal
temperature shifts continuously test hardscape installations.

Without proper excavation depth, compaction standards, and drainage

planning, even premium materials will eventually shift or settle.
Our process begins below grade — where longevity is determined.

Functional outdoor environments are designed to:
e Respect regional soil conditions
e Direct and manage water intentionally

Withstand freeze-thaw movement

e Maintain structural integrity under load

Support materials that age with character

Climate Snapshot — Central Virginia

e Approximate annual rainfall: 44 inches

e Expansive clay soils common in many areas
e Seasonal freeze-thaw exposure

e High summer heat with soil moisture fluctuation

Structure must precede surface.

Because outdoor spaces should not only appear refined —

they should perform.
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Tiered Outdoor Rooms
P

Sloped terrain is common throughout Central Virginia.

Rather than forcing a single flat plane, tiered design introduces
structure through elevation. Properly engineered terraces create
usable space while improving drainage, stability, and long-term

performance.
Elevation, when intentional, becomes architecture.

Functional tiered environments are designed to:

e [ncrease usable square footage without excessive excavation
* Reduce erosion on graded properties

e Create defined zones for dining and gathering

Integrate segmented walls as structural seating

Frame planting in a way that softens architectural edges

Steps become transitions.
Walls become anchors.

Grade becomes opportunity.

When designed with structural clarity, tiered outdoor rooms

feel grounded — not imposed.

Because in Central Virginia, the land should guide the design.
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Outdoor Kitchens
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Outdoor Kitchens
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Outdoor kitchens have evolved beyond standalone grills.

In Central Virginia, they are designed as architectural extensions
of the home — structured environments that combine cooking,

gathering, and shelter within a cohesive system.

When engineered with intention, outdoor kitchens are designed to:

e Extend usable living space beyond interior walls
¢ Anchor patio layouts with architectural weight

e Support pergolas and overhead structures seamlessly

Integrate lighting and utilities with discretion

¢ Organize surrounding terraces with clarity

Material selection determines longevity.

Dimensional concrete paver systems provide visual order
and structural performance through seasonal change.
Smooth-faced units deliver a refined aesthetic while

maintaining durability under load.

Shelter introduces versatility.
Appliances introduce function.

Structure introduces permanence.

An outdoor kitchen should feel integrated — not appended.

Because in well-designed environments, cooking becomes part

of the architecture.
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Water Features & Pools
>

Water has become one of the defining architectural elements in

modern outdoor environments across Central Virginia.

Today’s integrated projects incorporate pools, spas, and structured
water features not as additions — but as anchors within a cohesive

design system.

When engineered with intention, water environments are designed to:

e Establish a clear focal point within the landscape
e Organize terraces and circulation naturally

¢ Integrate raised spas with precise coping transitions

Combine lighting and automation seamlessly

e Manage surface runoff and drainage responsibly
A well-designed pool does not stand alone.

Coping, patio surface, elevation change, and planting must operate
as a unified structure. Material transitions should feel disciplined.
Waterlines should remain uninterrupted. Structural clarity determines
longevity.
Spillways introduce movement.
Fire introduces contrast.

Water introduces calm.

In Central Virginia’s climate, proper engineering ensures beauty

performs through seasonal expansion and soil movement.

Because when water is integrated correctly, it does more than

reflect the sky — it defines the environment.



Fire Features
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Fire Features
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Fire introduces warmth, contrast, and focus within an outdoor

environment.

In Central Virginia, where evenings shift quickly from warm to cool,
fire features extend usability well beyond peak daylight hours while

reinforcing architectural balance.

When designed with intention, fire features are meant to:

e Establish a defined gathering anchor

e Create visual contrast against surrounding materials

Introduce controlled warmth without overpowering the layout

Integrate seamlessly with segmented seating walls

Complement lighting and landscape design

Form matters as much as flame.

e Linear burners provide modern restraint.
e Square or rectangular features reinforce structure.

e Proportions should relate directly to patio scale.

Material continuity is essential.
The fire element should feel built into the environment — not placed

upon it.

Because when fire is integrated correctly, it does more than

provide heat — it defines the atmosphere.



Integrated Garden Architecture
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Integrated Garden Architecture
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Garden walls and planting beds should not feel decorative or secondary.

In Central Virginia landscapes, they function as structural transitions —

softening grade changes, organizing space, and reinforcing architectural rhythm.

When integrated intentionally, garden architecture is designed to:
e Define patio edges with clean structural lines

e Create layered planting opportunities

e Support native species adapted to regional soil

e Improve drainage at grade transitions

e Provide visual depth throughout the seasons

Native plants strengthen performance.

Species indigenous to Virginia are adapted to local temperature swings,
rainfall patterns, and clay-heavy soils — reducing maintenance while
improving long-term vitality. Native selections also support pollinators

and regional ecosystems.

Layering is essential.
e Foreground texture. e Mid-level structure.

e Background canopy. e Background canopy.

When planting is integrated with architecture, it feels composed — not applied.

Because in Central Virginia, gardens should perform as beautifully as they
appear.



Why Patios Fail
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Why Patios Fail
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Most patio failures are not surface problems.

They are structural deficiencies concealed beneath the surface.

In Central Virginia, expansive clay soils, heavy rainfall, and
seasonal freeze-thaw cycles constantly stress outdoor installations.
Without proper excavation depth, compaction standards, and
drainage planning, even premium materials will shift, settle, or

separate over time.

Common causes of failure include:
e Inadequate excavation depth

e Insufficient base thickness

Poor compaction practices

Lack of proper edge restraint

e Improper water management

Surface materials cannot compensate for a weak foundation.

Joint separation, standing water, and uneven settling are symptoms —

not causes.

Longevity is determined below grade.

Because a patio is only as strong as the system supporting it.

Because in Central Virginia, your outdoor living space should perform.
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Engineered for Performance
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Performance is determined below the surface.

In Central Virginia, expansive soils and variable rainfall
demand engineered systems that manage load, drainage, and

lrmg- term movement.

Permeable and structural base systems are designed to:
e Promote water infiltration and reduce runoff

e Stabilize surface materials under load

e Mitigate freeze-thaw displacement

e Support long-term structural integrity

e Reduce hydrostatic pressure beneath the patio

A properly engineered base is not visible — but it defines durability.

Layer thickness, stone selection, and compaction standards must

work together as a unified system.

Drainage is not an accessory. It is infrastructure.

When outdoor environments are enginecred correctly, they
remain stable through seasonal change — preserving both form and
function.

Because structure is not optional.

It is foundational.






Investment
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Outdoor environments are long—terln structural irnprovements.

When designed and built correctly, they increase usable space, enhance

property value, and extend how a home functions throughout the year.

Project scope determines investment.

e Foundational projects begin around $7,000.
e Structured patio environments typically range from
$15,000—%$40,000 depending on layout, elevation change,

and integrated elements.

e Integrated outdoor environments begin at $25,000+,
particularly when projects exceed 600 square fect

or incorporate kitchens, fire features, lighting, or retaining systems.

Material selection, site conditions, drainage requirements,

and structural preparation all influence final scope.

We approach every project as a cohesive system —

not a collection of add-ons.

Because true value is measured in longevity, perforrnance,

and design integrity.






Phased Planning
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Not every outdoor environment must be built at once,
Strategic planning allows projects to be developed in stages while
maintaining architectural continuity and structural integrity.
Phased environments are designed to:

e Establish primary structural elements first

e Prepare proper base systems for future expansion

Allocate space intentionally for kitchens, fire features, or shade structures

Manage investment over time

Maintain design cohesion across phases

The key is preparation.
Base depth, grading, drainage, and layout must anticipate what comes

next — even if future elements are not immediately installed,
When phases are executed without planning, additions feel separate.

When phases are engineered from the beginning, the environment

feels unified.

Because good design is not reactive.

It is intentional from the start.
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Designed fbr Every Season
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Outdoor environments should not be limited

to a single season.

When structured intentionally, they extend living space
beyond the walls of the home — supporting gathering,

quiet retreat, and daily function throughout the year.

Through disciplined design and phased planning,
environments can evolve over time while maintaining

architectural continuity and structural integrity.
The result is not simply a patio.
It is a long-term extension of the home.

Because encluri.ng environments are never improvisec:l.

They are designed with intention.

Built to endure.






Invest in the Way You Live
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Building a hardscape is an investment in the way you live at
home. It enhances the beauty, functionality, and enjoyment
of your outdoor spaces, providing a place for relaxation,
entertainment, and creating lasting memories with family

and friends.

Every project starts with a vision. Evergreen Hardscapes
partners with you to bring that vision to reality. We listen
to your ideas and understand your goals to craft a space

that you will enjoy season after season.

If you are ready to talk about your project,

call us today for a consultation.

804-601-6331

evergreenhardscapesva.com



